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SUBJECT: CHAVEZ IN ARGENTINA 


REF: (A) STATE 233224 
(B) BUENOS ATRES 6552 


CLASSIFIED BY CHARGE D'AFFAIRES V. MANUEL ROCHA FOR REASONS 
1.5(B) AND (D). 


1. (U) AS REQUESTED IN REF (A), WE GOT READOUTS FROM GOA 
OFFICIALS ON THE DECEMBER 16-17 VISIT TO BUENOS AIRES OF 
VENEZUELAN PRESIDENT-ELECT HUGO CHAVEZ, TO SUPPLEMENT THE 
INFORMATION WE REPORTED EARLIER (REF B). 


2.  (C) DURING A DECEMBER 21 MEETING WITH THE CHARGE, 
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NOW WAS THE TIME FOR ALL TO 

ESTABLISH A POSITIVE WORKING RELATIONSHIP WITH CHAVEZ, SAID 

IS NO QUESTION BUT THAT CHAVEZ CAN BE SWAYED 
TO MOVE TOWARDS THE CENTER. HE IS NOT WEDDED TO A RIGID 
IDEOLOGICAL LINE. THAT A HIGH- 
LEVEL WASHINGTON OFFICIAL MEET WITH CHAVEZ TO ESTABLISH A 
DIRECT DIALOGUE. ALSO, A VISIT TO WASHINGTON COULD MAKE A 
MAJOR DIFFERENCE. HE ADDED THAT THE PERSON CLOSEST TO 
CHAVEZ IS ALFREDO PENA, WHO WOULD LIKELY BE HIS CHIEF OF 
STAFF. THE RECOMMENDED ACTION WOULD BEST BE HANDLED 


THROUGH PENA, [ 


3. (C) ON DECEMBER 22 POLOFF MET WITH 
WHO PROVIDED THE 
FOLLOWING INFORMATION ON THE CHAVEZ VISIT, EXPLAINING, 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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HOWEVER, THAT HE HAD NOT BEEN PRESENT AT THE MEETINGS WITH 
THE PRESIDENT-ELECT. CHAVEZ CAME WITH THE PRINCIPAL 
MESSAGE THAT HE WAS GOING TO DIVERSIFY VENEZUELA'S ECONOMY 
AND THAT HE WANTED CLOSER RELATIONS WITH MERCOSUR (IF NOT 
OUTRIGHT MEMBERSHIP IN IT). THE MFA VIEWS HIS POPULIST 
CAMPAIGN RHETORIC AS NECESSARY TO BROADEN HIS SUPPORT BASE, 
BUT HIS PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS SINCE THE ELECTION SHOW HE IS 
MORE OF A MODERATE. ALTHOUGH THERE ARE NO FIRM PLANS AT 
THIS POINT, MENEM MAY GO TO CARACAS FOR THE INAUGURATION IN 
EARLY 1999. IN ADDITION TO HIS MEETING WITH MENEM, CHAVEZ 
HAD MET WITH VISITING CHILEAN PRESIDENT FREI, SENATOR 
EDUARDO MENEM (THE PRESIDENT'S BROTHER), AND BUSINESS 
LEADERS . 


4. (C) CONTACTS AT THE VENEZUELAN EMBASSY TOLD US THE MOOD 
THERE WAS SOMBER IN THE WEEKS LEADING UP TO CHAVEZ'S 
ELECTION, WITH EVERYONE WORRIED ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF 
LARGE-SCALE PURGES IN THE GOVERNMENT (AND ESPECIALLY THE 
MFA). CHAVEZ'S VISIT IN LARGE PART ALLAYED THAT FEAR. ‘THE 
PRESIDENT-ELECT SPENT A LOT OF TIME AT THE EMBASSY AND 
SEEMED TO GET ALONG WELL WITH THE STAFF, TAKING TIME TO 
WALK THROUGH AND MEET THEM. VENEZUELAN DIPLOMATS TAKE IT 
AS A GOOD SIGN THAT CHAVEZ IS CONSIDERING SEVERAL 
AMBASSADORS FOR CABINET SLOTS. THEY ARE STILL CAUTIOUS, 
BUT MUCH MORE OPTIMISTIC. ROCHA 
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